
  

  
Greetings AES Families,             

I wanted to take a brief opportunity to share information 
about my position next year.  I am excited to report that I 
will be here full time as  Principal at AES in the 2018-2019 
school year.  A community Principal for Pierce is currently 
being advertised.  Although I will have to say goodbye to my 
staff, families, and students at Pierce, I am happy for both 
schools for being able to have someone providing their full 
time, energy and attention to each school respectively.  I am 
thrilled to continue my work with the staff, students, and 
families at AES!  
 
In other staffing news, we will be saying a temporary 
goodbye to Mrs. Wilmot, Title 1 teacher, as she goes out on 
leave for the remainder of the academic year.  Taking her 
place, we welcome back Mrs. Rachel Hill who will provide 
school-wide Title 1 services, and Ms. Ingraham will remain 
with us in grade 3.  This decision will allow us to keep things 
consistent for students and staff regarding services and 
classroom instruction.  
 

 
 
May is going to be a busy testing month!  At the beginning 
of the month, we begin with the state asseessment for our 
3rd and 4th graders. This will be followed by our NWEA 
assessments and Aimsweb benchmarks. We use the results 
of these tests to measure our growth and guide our 
instruction until the end of the year.  If you should have any 
questions about these assessments, I encourage you to ask 
the homeroom teacher for clarification. 

 
It feels like we will be sprinting to the end of the year. Enjoy 
the Spring and all that comes with it... hopefully no more 
snow! 
            

Stephanie Syre-Hager  

 

 

Antrim Elementary Eagles  
May 1, 2018 

 

 

Did you know…May is Better Hearing and Speech Month?  

The speech and language therapy team at Antrim Elementary 
School is devoted to developing essential communication 
skills for all students to be successful in and out of 
school.  Because communication happens everywhere, you 
may see us around!  We share a space with the occupational 
therapy team at AES, but you are likely to see us all over the 
school, working on social skills, speech sounds, following 
directions, telling stories and much more.     

Meredith Desaulniers, Speech-Language 
Pathologist,  Christine Miller, Speech-Language 
Assistant, Nicole Lord, Speech-Language Assistant 

 

KINDERGARTEN  

Kindergarten has been working hard over the last month. In 
literacy we have been focusing on segmenting and blending 
sounds to make words. In math we have been using number 
bonds to help us compose and decompose numbers to 10. We 
all enjoyed our first NHDI experience at AES recently. It was 
so much fun dancing with all the kindergarteners and then 
the whole school! Mr. Stultz and Miss Lescarbeau are working 
on an ABC countdown to celebrate the end of our year 
together and all the learning we have done together. It will be 
great to celebrate with both classes together!  
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“I liked Science because Mr. Hightower came and I liked 
learning about pollinators.” 
 
“In PE we did fun centers like volleyball and climbing the 
cargo net.” 
  
“We did experiments in Science to learn about conductors 
and insulators.” 
  
“We made the earth using coffee filters and talked how we 
can help the earth.” 
  
“Dissecting flowers and making our own pollinators were 
super fun when Mr. Hightower came from the Harris Center.” 
 
 Third Grade  

Third grade students have been enjoying breakfast each 
morning this week so they can do their best on the NHSAS 
testing.  Parents and teachers worked together to provide 
fruit, yogurt, muffins, eggs, toast, and bagels each 
morning.  Students have mentioned how much they enjoy 
starting their morning together with a healthy breakfast, and 
teachers have noticed a happier and harder working bunch of 
students! 

 

The third graders have been learning about different types of 
owls. They have learned all about the habitats, behaviors, 
sizes, wingspans and diets of these owls. The students also 
got to dissect owl pellets. They used different tools to pull 
apart the pellets to find animal bones from animals such as 
voles, shrews, mice and small birds. The students had so much 
fun identifying the different animals within the pellets based 
on the bones found! 

 

 
 

FIRST GRADE 

First graders have started to read mystery books. Yes there are 
mystery books for young new readers!!! The most famous 
detective is Nate the Great and we will read four (4) of his 
adventures. We will also be reading about Wizard and his friends 
Skinny, Tubby and Snitch and their adventures. Reading these 
stories and discussing how these detectives find their lost items, 
will help us learn how to write our own mystery stories. We have 
created and drawn our own detectives including a pig named 
Alveada. The story writing has just begun, but many creative and 
great ideas are flowing. Once the stories are written, typed and 
illustrate we will read them to family and friends at Author's Tea! 

 

We have also been learning more about wild animals and the 
features and adaptations that help them get what they need to 
survive.  Each first grader sorted a set of animal photographs 
according to their choice of science question.  The questions asked 
about how animals move, what covers their bodies, what kind of 
feet they have, whether they lay eggs or not, and whether they are 
active in the daytime or the nighttime.  We made posters showing 
the results of the sorting, and did some informative writing pieces 
about the different animal features.  We also looked at an online 
lesson about animal adaptations that Mrs. Donovan created, to 
start thinking about a big animal project we will be working on this 
month. 

SECOND GRADE 

As always, we’ve been busy in 2nd grade this month learning new 
things and working together! Mrs. Fletcher and Ms. Lawler asked 
their students what their favorite part of the last month of school 
was, and here’s what they had to say. 
 
“I love Social Studies because we’re learning about school 200 
years ago!” 
 
“I liked playing the on the computer because it’s fun to play the 
literacy games at centers.” 
 
“I really liked P.E. because we got to play Jellyfish Scooter Tag!” 
 
“I liked NHDI because I like dancing to the beat.” 
 
“I liked working with Mr. Hightower because we went on a cool 
scavenger hunt about Spring.” 
 



 

  FOURTH GRADE 

April was a busy month. We learned a lot and did a lot. The 
NHDI week was so much fun! The students and staff seemed 
to form a tighter bond after a week of dancing together and 
performing at GBS. The energy was electric. We finished up 
our Harris Center Program and earned certificates. In math, 
we learned different ways to multiply and divide which made 
the process easier. 

May looks to be another bustling month. We’ve started off 
the month with a social studies writing project with Mrs. 
Janoch from Hancock Elementary School. She is working with 
the fourth grade to help improve our writing. We have the 
state testing beginning next week. We have worked hard to 
get ready for the assessments and are hopeful that we will 
perform well. In math, we are working on fractions. They are 
starting to make sense! We are working on a fun and 
educational field trip for the end of the month. Details are not 
settled yet, so there will be more information to follow.  We 
also will have our fly up day on May 31st. The end of the 
school year is fast approaching! 

HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

 

 
This month we were super excited to welcome The New 
Hampshire Dance Institute to AES.  Students and staff spent a 
week leaping, jumping, stomping and dancing through the 
Wonders of the World. The week culminated on Friday night 
with a WONDER-FILLED performance for family and friends.  
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In Physical Education, 3rd and 4th grade students 
continued to work on volley skills used in a variety of 
games and activities. Kindergartener, 1st and 2nd grade 
spent time refining their manipulative skills and 
experimenting with throwing, catching and volleying 
with paddles, scoops and rackets.  
 
MUZ ART 

 
SAVE THE DATE 

4th Annual AES Spring Festival  

 
Thursday, May 24th 
5:45pm to 7:30pm 

Visiting Children’s Author, Richard Sobol,  
will be presenting at 6:00pm.   

Students, Family and Friends are welcome!  
 

Art Show and Music Class videos will be on display 
 

Book Swap Fun for All in the Hall! 

 Collaborative Eagle Mosaic hands on station 

Light refreshments (sponsored by the PTO) will be served 

LIBRARY LEARNING COMMONS 

Though Spring is not quite in the "air", the students have 
been busy thinking, reading and sharing  thoughts and 
ideas about the season.  Many students have heard 
stories about birds, their migration as well as 
nesting.  The third and fourth graders are investigating 
the realm of animal and environmental appreciation! 
 
Further in honor of Library Appreciation month, the 
students will be reading their favorite book and then 
create a poster advertising its merit! 
 
They will be featured in the school hallways very soon! 
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Tiffany also shared information about how healthy 
eating effects our daily life including mood, sleep, and 
school performance. This program was sponsored by 
our schoolwide Title I program. If you would like a copy 
of the yummy recipes provided by Tiffany or a copy of 
Chop Chop food magazine, please contact Mrs. B or Mrs. 
Wilmot to get one!   

 

 

FAMILY FUN ACTIVITIES 

Yo, ho, ho calling all Antrim Eagles! 
 

 
 

CHILDREN AND THE ARTS DAY PARADE 
 

SATURDAY, MAY 19th in Peterborough, NH 
9am - 3pm 

 
“A Pirate's Life for Me!” 

 
All students are invited to walk in the CATA 

parade.  More information will be sent home soon! 
 

 
The 7th Annual DeMar Kids Marathon will take place on 
Sunday, September 30, 2018. Children from Kindergarten 
to Grade 5 log 25 miles of running and walking in the 
spring and summer before the race. Those who achieve 
this goal earn the chance to run the last 1.2 miles of the 
DeMar Marathon on race day in September. Tons of 
cheering and a huge sense of accomplishment are 
available for every kid finisher.For information on how to 
register for the event visit: 

http://clarencedemar.com/race-information/race-
descriptions#kids-marathon 

 

RECENT CLASSROOM COUNSELING LESSONS 

Career Awareness, Social Skills, Dealing with Strong Feelings/Self-
Regulation, and Problem-Solving 
Robin Gregg, School Counselor 

Kindergarten students discussed their job at school as a student, 
and connected some of their “work responsibilities” with those 
of other jobs.  They discovered that math, reading, and writing 
are used in many jobs. They discussed the importance of the skills 
reflected in our school values (Kindness, Respect, Honesty, 
Cooperation) for most jobs, too.  They shared what they know 
about the jobs held by family or community members and their 
hopes for their own future jobs/careers. This lesson comprises 
one piece of the K-12 career awareness component of the 
American School Counselor Association (ASCA) Model and our NH 
school counseling program standards. 

First and second grade students are discussing feelings such as 
frustration, elation, anger, excitement and sadness, and are 
learning and practicing strategies for emotional self-
regulation/control, such as “belly/balloon breathing’”; slow 
counting; and positive self-talk (e,g., “I can calm down;”  “I can do 
it.”)  They are beginning to integrate what they know about 
strong feelings and strategies for dealing with them and what 
they are learning about problem-solving, learning a process that 
includes explicit steps, beginning with:  Stop, Name Your Feeling 
and Calm Down. They have also reviewed and practiced 
assertiveness (the skill of asking for what you need or want in a 
respectful, clear, strong way) and also how to respond 
appropriately to assertiveness. 

Third and fourth grade students are practicing social skills, using 
the Skillstreaming curriculum. Working in small groups, they 
review the steps involved in each skill  (e.g.,  completing 
assignments, joining in, beginning a conversation, dealing with 
no, making a complaint, responding to a complaint,  dealing with 
losing, asking for help, deciding what to do after completing 
work) and role-play the skill for the rest of the class.   

Students are also reviewing what they learned about the brain 
earlier this year (from the MindUp and Second Step curricula), how 
the amygdala and prefrontal cortex are involved in strong 
feelings and rational thoughts, respectively. They are reviewing 
strategies for emotional self-regulation (what to do when you 
“flip your lid,” so to speak). They also talked about diversity and 
the importance of appreciating differences.  In addition, they are 
beginning to discuss strategies for problem-solving, first 
reviewing the problem-solving steps they learned in previous 
grades: Stop, Name Your Feeling and Calm Down. 

TITLE I 

Last month nutritionist Tiffany Calcutt visited AES to share 
nutritional snack ideas! Students and parents participated in a 
series of fun hands-on activities to learn about healthy eating. 
Making yogurt parfaits and celery race cars filled with chocolate 
hummus was a huge hit! 

 

http://clarencedemar.com/race-information/race-descriptions#kids-marathon
http://clarencedemar.com/race-information/race-descriptions#kids-marathon







